Transitional Devices (Connecting Words, Phrases, and Sentences)

Transitional devices are like bridges between parts of your paper. They are cues that help the reader to interpret ideas in the way that you, as a writer, want them to understand. Transitional devices help you carry over a thought from one sentence to another, from one idea to another, or from one paragraph to another with words or phrases. And finally, transitional devices link your sentences and paragraphs together smoothly so that there are no abrupt jumps or breaks between ideas. 

There are several types of transitional devices, and each category leads your reader to make certain connections or assumptions about the areas you are connecting. Some lead your reader forward and imply the "building" of an idea or thought, while others make your reader compare ideas or draw conclusions from the preceding thoughts.

Also remember that while transitions describe relationships between ideas, they do not automatically create relationships between ideas for your reader. Use transitions with enough context in a sentence or paragraph to make the relationships clear.

Example of unclear transition: 

The characters in Book A face a moral dilemma. In the same way, the characters in Book B face a similar problem.

Improved transition:

The characters in Book A face a moral dilemma, a contested inheritance. Although the inheritance in Book B consists of an old house and not a pile of money, the nature of the problem is quite similar.

Here is a list of some common transitional devices that can be used to cue your reader in a given way.
Types of transitions

Now that you have a general idea of how to go about developing effective transitions in your writing, let us briefly discuss the types of transitions your writing will use.

The types of transitions available to you are as diverse as the circumstances in which you need to use them. A transition can be a single word, a phrase, a sentence, or an entire paragraph. In each case, it functions the same way: first, the transition either directly summarizes the content of a preceding sentence, paragraph, or section, or it implies that summary. Then it helps the reader anticipate or comprehend the new information that you wish to present.

1. Transitions between sections—Particularly in longer works, it may be necessary to include transitional paragraphs that summarize for the reader the information just covered and specify the relevance of this information to the discussion in the following section. 

2. Transitions between paragraphs—If you have done a good job of arranging paragraphs so that the content of one leads logically to the next, the transition will highlight a relationship that already exists by summarizing the previous paragraph and suggesting something of the content of the paragraph that follows. A transition between paragraphs can be a word or two (however, for example, similarly), a phrase, or a sentence. Transitions can be at the end of the first paragraph, at the beginning of the second paragraph, or in both places. 

3. Transitions within paragraphs—As with transitions between sections and paragraphs, transitions within paragraphs act as cues by helping readers to anticipate what is coming before they read it. Within paragraphs, transitions tend to be single words or short phrases. 

Examples of Transitions: 

	Illustration      
	Thus, for example, for instance, namely, to illustrate, in other words, in particular, specifically, such as.

 

	Contrast
	On the contrary, contrarily, notwithstanding, but, however, nevertheless, in spite of, in contrast, yet, on one hand, on the other hand, rather, or, nor, conversely, at the same time, while this may be true.

 

	Addition
	And, in addition to, furthermore, moreover, besides, than, too, also, both-and, another, equally important, first, second, etc., again, further, last, finally, not only-but also, as well as, in the second place, next, likewise, similarly, in fact, as a result, consequently, in the same way, for example, for instance, however, thus, therefore, otherwise.

 

	Time
	After, afterward, before, then, once, next, last, at last, at length, first, second, etc., at first, formerly, rarely, usually, another, finally, soon, meanwhile, at the same time, for a minute, hour, day, etc., during the morning, day, week, etc., most important, later, ordinarily, to begin with, afterwards, generally, in order to, subsequently, previously, in the meantime, immediately, eventually, concurrently, simultaneously.

 

	Space
	At the left, at the right, in the center, on the side, along the edge, on top, below, beneath, under, around, above, over, straight ahead, at the top, at the bottom, surrounding, opposite, at the rear, at the front, in front of, beside, behind, next to, nearby, in the distance, beyond, in the forefront, in the foreground, within sight, out of sight, across, under, nearer, adjacent, in the background.

 

	Concession
	Although, at any rate, at least, still, thought, even though, granted that, while it may be true, in spite of, of course.

 

	Similarity Of Comparison
	Similarly, likewise, in like fashion, in like manner, analogous to.

 

	Emphasis
	Above all, indeed, truly, of course, certainly, surely, in fact, really, in truth, again, besides, also, furthermore, in addition.

 

	Details
	Specifically, especially, in particular, to explain, to list, to enumerate, in detail, namely, including.

 

	Examples
	For example, for instance, to illustrate, thus, in other words, as an illustration, in particular.

 

	Consequence Or Result
	So that, with the result that, thus, consequently, hence, accordingly, for this reason, therefore, so, because, since, due to, as a result, in other words, then.

 

	Summary
	Therefore, finally, consequently, thus, in short, in conclusion, in brief, as a result, accordingly.

 

	Suggestion
	For this purpose, to this end, with this in mind, with this purpose in mind, therefore.


Glossing Ideas in Student Writing  

· What is "glossing"? Glossing refers to writing a brief summation about a passage in the margins, as a kind of shorthand or guide to the content or purpose of that passage. Most of us use glossing as we read, to help us understand a challenging text or to guide us back to relevant passages as we marshall our research for papers. Glossing is a useful technique to help writers understand what they have written, the relationships between their ideas, how to reorganize those ideas, which ideas need substantiation, and even how to rephrase some ideas. 

· Strategies for using glossing: 

· "What did you say here? Can you put a label on this paragraph?" When writers are asked to gloss a passage, they often either name their ideas, or they identify the rhetorical function of the paragraph ("Here I'm just giving information," or "Here I'm contrasting this idea to the previous one.") Tutors can ask students to write glosses on their glosses, which may lead to whole new passages and sentences that either connect ideas well or restate them in clearer words. 

· "How many ideas are in this passage?" This question asks writers to identify all the ideas in a section and gloss them, perhaps list them in order. This allows the student and tutor to group related ideas, reorganize the section, and probably elaborate on some of the points in newly-developed paragraphs. Listing and mapping may be useful tools to use here. 

· "What is the gist of this passage?" This question, similar to WIRMI (What I Really Mean Is), forces writers to restate their ideas and to examine transitions between ideas. It's also a good way of doing "sayback," where you ask the writer to read the passage, then say back to you the main idea. 

· "What does this paragraph do?" This is a good way of producing an outline. Even if a rough draft is in pretty decent shape, it can usually be improved with some reorganization, but often it's hard to see how to reorganize a paper. If the tutor asks this question (similar to # 1 above), and has the writer put their response down on a notecard or typed into the computer, it's easy to start seeing which sections need greater explication or supporting material, etc. E.G.: a gloss of a paragraph might read: "describes widespread use of veil in modern Iranian culture", and by moving that gloss around, it might "fit" more usefully somewhere else. If the paragraph glossed was only 4 sentences long, the tutor might well be prompted to point out that greater descriptive detail is needed at that point. This is like a storyboard, and a mapping tree can also be used with these notecards. If you're glossing on screen, you rearrange your list at this point. 

