Macbeth Comprehension Questions

Act 1: Scene 1 & 2

1. What is the function of the opening scene or scenes of drama?

2. What is the meaning of “Fair is foul and foul is fair”?

3. What information about the plot is given in the introduction?

4. What characteristics of the king are evident?

5. What doe we learn about Macbeth through the sergeant’s description?

6. What punishment is pronounced on the Thane of Cawdor? Why?

7. What reward is bestowed upon Macbeth?

Scene 3

1. What do we learn about the witches’ supernatural powers?

2. What are the first words uttered by Macbeth and what is their dramatic significance?

3. What three messages do the weird sisters bring to Macbeth?

4. What effect do those messages have on Macbeth?

5. What message do the weird sisters have for Banquo?

6. What does Macbeth say to them just before they vanish?

7. What word from the king to Macbeth and Banquo do Ross and Angus bring?

8. What warning does Banquo give Macbeth?

9. How is Macbeth affected mentally, emotionally, and morally by the prediction as revealed by the four asides?

Scene 4

1. What does the king mean by lines 12-15: “There’s not art… He was a gentleman…”?

2. What public announcement does Duncan make as to his successor on the throne?

3. What effect does the announcement have on Macbeth?

4. Where does Duncan now plan to spend the night?

Scene 5

1. Where does this scene take place?

2. What are the contents of Macbeth’s letter to Lady Macbeth?

3. What do we learn about Macbeth’s feelings towards her?

4. What is L. Macbeth’s reaction to the prophecy that he would become King?

5. What is the meaning of the phrase “milk of human kindness”?

6. How does L. Macbeth further analyze his character?

7. What does L. Macbeth’s soliloquy reveal about her character?

8. What is her advice to him?

Scene 6

1. Explain the irony of Duncan’s comments on Macbeth’s castle.

Scene 7

1. What state of mind does Macbeth’s soliloquy reveal?

2. What is Macbeth’s chief fault?

3. What does Macbeth say is the only spur that drives him to murder?

4. In Scene 7, Line 30, Macbeth states, “We will proceed no further in this business:” How does L Macbeth convince Macbeth to go through with the murder?

5. What plans for the murder of Duncan does L. Macbeth propose?

Act II: Scene 1&2

1. Do you think Banquo suspects Macbeth may be up to foul play? Explain.

2. What event after the murder was not in Lady Macbeth’s plans?

3. Why does Macbeth kill the King even though he is so disturbed by the thought of the deed?

4. What does Lady Macbeth mean when she states, “tis the eye of childhood that fears a painted devil.”

5. What is it in Macbeth’s character that makes him so submissive to his wife?

6. What are the supernatural elements that Macbeth and Lady Macbeth refer to after the murder?

7. When talking to Banquo about the witches, how does Macbeth contradict himself.

8. How has the murder affected Macbeth and Lady Macbeth?

9. How does Lady Macbeth react to Macbeth’s hysterical behaviour and panic after he has murdered the king?

10. What does Macbeth mean by, “will all Neptune’s ocean wash this blood clean from my hand?

Act 2 scene 3

1. What is the purpose of the Porter scene?

2. Using your inference, explain why Macbeth would kill the guards. What reasons does Macbeth give to MacDuff?

3. What could be some of the reasons Lady Macbeth faints?

4. What line suggests that Macduff has become suspicious of Macbeth?

5. What is ironic about Macduff’s first words to L. Macbeth?

6. In what way do Lines 55-62 reflect the beliefs of the Elizabethan audience?

7. Why would Shakespeare make the character of Banquo, as opposed to Macbeth, complimentary to King James I?

8. Explain how Banquo’s behaviour after the King’s murder is complimentary to King James I of England. 

9. Explain how the quotes, “there’s daggers in men’s smiles”, and “to show an unfelt sorrow is an office/ Which the false man does easily” relate to the theme.

10. Why do the two Princes flee? Explain how them leaving without being “dainty of leave taking” reflects the theme of the play?

Act 2 Scene 4.

1. What is the purpose of the old man?

2. What is the significance of Duncan’s horses eating each other?

3. What does Macduff decide to do regarding Macbeth’s coronation?

Act 3 scene 1 

1. How has Macbeth changed since Duncan’s murder?

2. According to lines 49-71, why does Macbeth want to murder Banquo?

3. Why does Macbeth hire murderers instead of killing Banquo himself?

4. What does Macbeth say to convince the murderers to kill Banquo?

Act 3 scene 2 & 3

1. Read lines 4-7. What is L. Macbeth saying about being queen?

2. What does Macbeth mean by line 13? Line 16? Lines 19-22?

3. Macbeth does not tell L. Macbeth of his new plan to murder Banquo. How does this act show a change in their relationship?

4. Using your inference, who do you think is the third murderer?

5. How does Fleance’s escape advance the plot?

Act 3 scene 4

1. How does Macbeth react to Fleance’s escape?

2. What seems to summon the ghost of Banquo?

3. How does L. Macbeth explain Macbeth’s behaviour?

4. What does Macbeth say about Macduff after he calms down?

5. What is the irony of Lines 90-95?

6. What does Macbeth mean by “stones have been known to move and tress to speek”?

Act 4 Scene 1

1. Why does Macbeth go back to the witches?

2. What does Macbeth decide after seeing the first apparition?

3. What does the line of eight kings represent?

4. What does the looking glass symbolize?

5. Why does Macbeth trust the witches?

6. Using your inference, why does Macbeth think killing Macduff and his family will improve his situation.

7. What do the witches say that leads Macbeth to believe he’s in the clear?

8. What is the significance of lines 95-97?

9. Why is Macduff in England?

Act IV Scene 3 & Act V, Scene 1-5

1. Describe Macduff’s reaction when he learns about the murder of his family.

2. Contrast Macbeth’s reaction to his wife’s death.

3. How has L. Macbeth’s character changed from Act I when she reappears in Act V, scene 1. Quote the lines she says which are opposite to what she said in Act I.

4. How does the Birnham Wood prophecy come to be?

5. What does Macbeth ask the doctor in regards to his wife? Be specific.

6. Who are the leaders of the rebel army?

7. Why doesn’t Macbeth just give up considering the odds are against him?

8. Look at Macbeth’s “Tomorrow and tomorrow and tomorrow…” soliloquy. What has Macbeth realized about ambition?

