1984: Section I, Chapters 1 & 2 Questions

1. Describe Victory Mansions. Why is the name ironic?

2. Describe Winston Smith.

3. What kinds of invasion of privacy exist in Oceania?

4. What are the three slogans of the party?

5. What are the four ministries and their purposes?

6. Why was it such a terrible thing for Winston to write in a diary? What does the account in the diary tell you about this society?

7. What hope does Winston have about O’Brien?

8. Who is Emmanuel Goldstein? What purpose does he serve the government? How did Winston sometimes feel toward Goldstein? In what other ways was Winston’s hate channeled?

9. What thoughtcrime did Winston commit? What happens to those arrested by the thought police?

10. What amusements do the Parson’s children enjoy?

11. What had Winston dreamed seven years ago? What do you think this could mean?

12. In Oceania’s society, what is the only thing that can be counted on as one’s own?

13. Why does Winston consider himself a dead man?

1984: Questions to Chapters 3,4,5

1. Describe Winston’s dream about his mother. Why did the dream affect him so deeply? What do Winston’s  memories of his mother symbolize?

2. Why doesn’t tragedy exist in Winston’s world? In what way is tragedy an important part of our lives?

3. What happened in Winston’s dream about the Golden Country?

4. Explain what this quote is saying about power and the past.

And if all others accepted the lie which the Party imposed—

if all records told the same tale—then the lie passed into

history and became truth. ‘Who controls the past,’ ran the

Party slogan, ‘controls the future: who controls the present

controls the past.’ And yet the past, though of its nature alterable,

never had been altered. Whatever was true now was

true from everlasting to everlasting. It was quite simple. All

that was needed was an unending series of victories over

your own memory. ‘Reality control’, they called it: in Newspeak,

‘doublethink’. (pg. 37)

5. What is Winston’s primary task at work?

6. According to the party, has Oceania always been at war with Eurasia? What are Winston’s thoughts on this issue?

7. What is doublethink? How is reality control an example of doublethink?

8. Discuss Syme’s words, “Orthodoxy is unconsciousness”. Are there important concerns in our world to which you or other people are unconscious or oblivious?

9. How does proletarian literature differ from that produced for party members?

10. Who is Comrade Ogilvy, and what does he symbolize?

11. Why does Winston think Syme will be vaporized? Why does he think Parsons won’t?

12. What are your feelings toward the girl with the dark hair?

Chapters 6, 7, 8

1. Who is Katherine? What is the only purpose of sexual relations in the Party’s estimation? Why?

2. With whom does Winston believe the future lies? Why? 

3. What small scrap of truth about the past had Winston once held in his hand?

4. What does Winston not understand about the Party’s destruction of  the past?

5. What did Winston mean by writing “Freedom is the freedom to say two plus two equals four. If that is granted, all else follows”?

6. Who do you think dropped the rocket bomb? Why?  What was your reaction to Winston’s response to the human hand lying on the pavement?

7. How is the lottery in 1984 similar to lotteries today?

8. What item does Winston discover at the antique shop? Why does it appeal to him?

9. What is so appealing about the room above the shop?

10. Why is Winston fascinated with the proprietor’s rhyme about the church bells?

Section II, Chapters 1,2,3

1. Why was Winston’s concern for Julia a curious emotion?

2. Do you think Winston’s immediate trust of Julia is plausible?

3. Why is it so difficult for Winston to get in touch with Julia after he receives her note? Why doesn’t he just go up and talk to her?

4. Where did Winston finally receive directions to a meeting place from Julia?

5. How has the tone of the second section of the novel changed?

6. Why do you think Winston admits his age, his wife, his varicose veins, and his false teeth?

7. Why do you think Winston has little physical desire for Julia in the beginning?

8. How is Julia different from the orthodox Party member Winston had thought she was?

9. Winston “stopped thinking and merely felt.” How is this reaction out of character for him?

10. Why is their final embrace “a political act” for Winston and Julia?

11. How far does Julia’s interest in Party doctrine go?

12. How does Julia explain the Party’s sexual puritanism?

Section II, Chapters 4,5,6,7.

1. Do you think Julia is good for Winston? How has she changed him?

2. What is the permanent meeting place of the two lovers? What effect does this setting have on the reader?

3. What surprises does Julia have for Winston in Chapter 4? What does Winston’s delight over these everyday items about the news the Ministry of Plenty circulates?

4. How do you think Julia got the Inner Party foods?

5. Why are the words of the song the prole woman sings significant? Why is her singing significant?

6. What fear of Winston’s is revealed?

7. Explain the symbolism of the coral in the glass globe.  

8. Discuss: “The room was a world, a pocket of the past where extinct animals could walk?

9. Why does Winston trust Mr. Charrington?

10. In chapter 6, what long anticipated event occurs?

11. Why does Winston get the sensation of stepping into his grave?

12. From his dream in chapter 7, what do we learn about Winston’s childhood, in particular about his mother?

13. To what are the proles loyal? In what “condition” have they remained?

14. What does Winston decide are the only things that matter? If confession would not be betrayal, what would be? What would this betrayal prove?

15. What art does Winston believe the Party has not yet mastered?  

