	
	

	 

The Road Not Taken by Robert Frost
Two roads diverged in a yellow wood,
And sorry I could not travel both
And be one traveler, long I stood
And looked down one as far as I could
To where it bent in the undergrowth;

Then took the other, as just as fair,
And having perhaps the better claim
Because it was grassy and wanted wear,
Though as for that the passing there
Had worn them really about the same,

And both that morning equally lay
In leaves no step had trodden black.
Oh, I marked the first for another day!
Yet knowing how way leads on to way
I doubted if I should ever come back.

I shall be telling this with a sigh
Somewhere ages and ages hence:
Two roads diverged in a wood, and I,
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference. 

	


1. What is suggested by “yellow wood”?

2. What do you think the fork in the road could represent in the speaker's life?

3. Do you think the speaker is happy with his choice or not? Why?

4. What is the tone of this poem?

5. Which road do you think you would have taken if you were the speaker? Why?

6. What do you think the differences between the two roads in this poem are, if any? Support your answer with words from the poem.
7. Why do you think this poem takes place in autumn?

8. If you had to create a metaphor about one of your major life decisions, where would your setting be?

Our speaker is out in the woods without a map, and he doesn't know which path to take. But instead of turning tail and running back to where he came from, he chooses a path and forges on, willing to face whatever challenges that path may lead him to. He is attracted to a path that might be less traveled, which suggests that he likes to go where few people have gone before. "The Road Not Taken" embraces exploration, suggesting that the only way to see what's beyond the bend in the road is to keep walking.

Questions About Exploration con’t. on backside
1. Is the road the speaker takes actually less traveled? Why or why not?

2. Why do you think the speaker chooses the path that he does?

3. If the speaker could disregard the constraints of reality, what do you think he would have done?

4. Why does the speaker place so much emphasis on taking the road less traveled?
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