___________SATIRE_____________


          “The best satire does not seek to do harm or damage by its ridicule...but rather it seeks to create a shock of recognition and to     make vice repulsive so that the vice will be expunged from the person or society intended to benefit by the attack. 

Whenever possible, this shock of recognition is to be conveyed through laughter or wit..." Jonathon Swift
Satire is the use of irony, sarcasm, ridicule, or the like, in exposing, denouncing, or deriding vice or folly. a literary composition, in verse or prose, in which human folly and vice are held up to scorn, derision, or ridicule. The best satire does not seek to do harm or damage by its ridicule, unless we speak of damage to the structure of vice, but rather it seeks to create a shock of recognition and to make vice repulsive so that the vice will be expunged from the person or society under attack or from the person or society intended to benefit by the attack (regardless of who is the immediate object of attack); whenever possible this shock of recognition is to be conveyed through laughter or wit: the formula for satire is one of honey and medicine. Far from being simply destructive, satire is implicitly constructive. 
Word Family:  satire (noun); satirist (noun); satirizes (verb); satirical (adjective); satirically (adverb)
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 The Five Basic Elements of Satire

1) Attack/Aggression:  Satire is an attack, but usually ironic rather than direct.  Direct attack, such as ridicule and sarcasm, are seldom part of effective satire.  The aggression in satire is one of the reasons that it is sometimes misunderstood and rejected by readers.  

2) Judgment: once a writer decides that something or someone is annoying or ridiculous, then the writer has judged that person or thing to be less than the ideal and to be worthy of satire. In other words, a satirist has already passed judgment on something when the writer begins to write. Judgments are often based on ones ideology (their belief system), ethics (how we treat each other), morality (right and wrong). 

3) Play (Wit): Wit is the ability to play with words in a creative, often sharp yet funny way. To combine aggression and play is paradoxical, but the two permeate satire as they do games, movies and TV programs.  Elements of play animate satire and are evident in its imagery and word choice (diction). 

4) Laughter (Humor):  Driven by the writer’s desire to bring about change, satire may not produce laughter as often as farce, slapstick or comedy.  Irony, word play, parody and other satiric devices may prompt laughter, but sometimes the serious purpose of satire or its shocking images may not be conducive to laughter.  

5) Desire to Instigate Reform (Intent): What truly separates sarcasm from satire is intent. While the quick sarcastic remark might be witty and garner laughter, it may not be satirical unless the intent of the speaker is to change something that is wrong with society. In essence, the satirist does not like the way things are going and uses satire to address the issue in an indirect way yet impactful way. In order for a work to be a satire, there must be (stated) the desired goal and/or reform sought. This desired reform is traditionally expressed ironically as the opposite point of view of the speaker. 

Other Important Satire Terms:

Horatian satire (light satire)--After the Roman satirist Horace:  Satire in which the voice is indulgent, tolerant, amused, and witty.  The speaker holds up to gentle ridicule the absurdities and follies of human beings, aiming at producing in the reader not the anger of a Juvenal, but a wry smile. 

Juvenalian satire (dark, heavy satire)--After the Roman satirist Juvenal:  Formal satire in which the speaker attacks vice and error with contempt and indignation  Juvenalian satire in its realism and its harshness is in strong contrast to Horatian satire. Often called invective satire.
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Parody--A composition that imitates the serious manner and characteristic features of a particular work, or the distinctive style of its maker, and applies the imitation to a lowly or comically inappropriate subject.  Often a parody is more powerful in its influence on affairs of current importance--politics for instance--than its original composition.  It is a variety of burlesque. 
Exaggeration--To enlarge, increase, or represent something beyond normal bounds so that it becomes ridiculous and its faults can be seen.  

Irony--Saying one thing and meaning another

Hyperbole--To over exaggerate the situation beyond its normal bounds, so it becomes ridiculous. Example: “I’m starving.  I could eat a horse.”

Incongruity—To present things that are out of place or absurd. 
Reversal--To present the opposite of the normal order and/or the order of events, hierarchical order. Example: Fiona saves Shrek (women are supposed to be damsels, not men).

Sarcasm-- is stating the opposite of an intended meaning especially in order to sneeringly, slyly, jest or mock a person, situation or thing. Example: “That’s cool.”  (when you actually hate it) or Talking about how much you think a candidate is doing a good job in a mocking tone or “I am not young enough to know everything.”

Juxtaposition-- an act or instance of placing close together or side by side, esp. for comparison or contrast. Example:  Humanitarians—Brittney Spears and Mother Teresa 

Double Entendre (pun)--A play on words; a word or expression capable of two interpretations with one usually risqué Example: Iraqi Head Seeks Arms or Plane Too Close to Ground, Crash Probe Told.
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Understatement--Like hyperbole, this is a type of exaggeration. Can be used to make a situation or idea seem less important than it really is

Invective – harsh, an abusive language directed against a person or a cause.    
Target --Who (a person or group) or what (an institution or ideology) the satirist is satirizing or targeting. 

Antithesis – a figure of speech with strongly contrasting words or ideas.

Caricature – a person’s features may be caricatured. Caricature in art or in literature is an exaggerated representation of a character.

Vice – an immoral or evil habit or practice; immoral conduct; depraved or degrading behavior: a life of vice; sexual immorality, especially prostitution; a bad habit.
General Satire Questions – see handout
1. What type of satirical text (TV, newspaper, essay, film) is being examined? What is the source of the satire? 
2. What is the title/heading? Is the title/heading meant to be ironic? A pun? Idiomatic? Explain.

3. [image: image5.jpg]“T'o me, the whole thing has been an object lesson in
the difference betcceen humor and satire.”



Summarize the piece—That is, describe and or paraphrase the article/show. (just the facts NO OPINION)

4. Who is the  (hopeful) audience of the satire

5. Who is the intended target? (a person, a group of people, an organization, an idea)

6. List at least five elements of satire found in the text (see above for list). 

7. What vice(s) are being exposed? (hint: vice(s)=7 deadly sins)

8. Is the satire social or political? Why? Explain. 

9. What is the overall statement the satirist is making—That is, what does the satirist want reformed in society? Explain. 
10.  Do you agree or disagree with the statement? Explain.

11. Would you add or subtract anything from the satire to make it more affective? Explain. 

Potential Problems with Satire 
· Misunderstanding: Audience may think the satirist is being serious

· Misuse: People hide behind the idea of satire to get away with saying really stupid and cruel things

· Missing the Point: Too much satire can distract the audience from the “real” message 

“Praise undeserved, is satire in disguise”
Alexander Pope
 
[image: image1]
