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IB English A: Language & Literature (Higher Level)
Year 1
      Mr. H. Weber


Course Description

To fulfill the requirements for the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma, all students must study a Group 1 subject; Carson Graham Secondary offers IB English (Language and Literature) at the Higher Level (HL) to meet this requirement.

English A is a 240-hour, two-year language and literature course open to IB Diploma students. The language A: language and literature course aims to develop in students skills of textual analysis and

the understanding that texts, both literary and non-literary, can be seen as autonomous yet simultaneously related to culturally determined reading practices. The course is designed to be flexible—teachers have the opportunity to construct it in a way that reflects the interests and concerns that are relevant to their students while developing in students a range of transferable skills. An understanding of the ways in which formal elements are used to create meaning in a text is combined with an exploration of how that meaning is affected by reading practices that are culturally defined and by the circumstances of production and reception.
Part I: Language in Cultural Context element of the Language and Literature curriculum provides opportunities for students to experience and appreciate cultures and perspectives beyond their own. The  purpose of the selections in Language in Cultural Context section is to enrich the international-mindedness of IB students and to develop in them the attitudes of tolerance, empathy, understanding and a genuine respect for different perspectives.

Course Aims

The aims of language A: literature and language A: language and literature at SL and HL, and of

literature and performance at SL are to:

1. introduce students to a range of texts from different periods, styles and genres

2. develop in students the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of individual texts and make

relevant connections

3. develop the students’ powers of expression, both in oral and written communication

4. encourage students to recognize the importance of the contexts in which texts are written and

received

5. encourage, through the study of texts, an appreciation of the different perspectives of people from

other cultures, and how these perspectives construct meaning

6. encourage students to appreciate the formal, stylistic and aesthetic qualities of texts

7. promote in students an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, language and literature.
In addition, the aims of the language A: language and literature course at SL and at HL are to:

8. develop in students an understanding of how language, culture and context determine the ways in

which meaning is constructed in texts

9. encourage students to think critically about the different interactions between text, audience and

purpose.
Course Assessment Objectives

There are four assessment objectives at SL and at HL for the language A: language and literature course.

1. Knowledge and understanding

· Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of a range of texts

· Demonstrate an understanding of the use of language, structure, technique and style

· Demonstrate a critical understanding of the various ways in which the reader constructs

meaning and of how context influences this constructed meaning

· Demonstrate an understanding of how different perspectives influence the reading of a text

2. Application and analysis

· Demonstrate an ability to choose a text type appropriate to the purpose required

· Demonstrate an ability to use terminology relevant to the various text types studied

· Demonstrate an ability to analyse the effects of language, structure, technique and style on the

              reader

· Demonstrate an awareness of the ways in which the production and reception of texts contribute

              to their meanings

· Demonstrate an ability to substantiate and justify ideas with relevant examples

3. Synthesis and evaluation

· Demonstrate an ability to compare and contrast the formal elements, content and context of

texts

· Discuss the different ways in which language and image may be used in a range of texts

· Demonstrate an ability to evaluate conflicting viewpoints within and about a text

· At HL only: Produce a critical response evaluating some aspects of text, context and meaning

4. Selection and use of appropriate presentation and language skills

· Demonstrate an ability to express ideas clearly and with fluency in both written and oral

             communication

· Demonstrate an ability to use the oral and written forms of the language, in a range of styles,

             registers and situations

· Demonstrate an ability to discuss and analyse texts in a focused and logical manner

· At HL only: Demonstrate an ability to write a balanced, comparative analysis
)
Syllabus Topics (HL)

The English A1 (HL) syllabus is divided into four compulsory parts.  Total number of works:  

	Parts
	Text
	IB Assessments

	Part I: Language in cultural context
In this part of the course students are given the opportunity to explore how language develops in specific cultural contexts, how it impacts the world and how language shapes both individual and group identity.

	 Orwell, George 

Documentary

Internet

Allison,Rob, Brian Chanen


	Essays
1984

Control Room

Web Sites
Blogs

Legal Documents

Propaganda

English A: Language and Literature, Course Companion
	Oral Activity 1- last 2 weeks of October
Written Task 1- end of January 2012



	Part II: Language and Mass Communication
In part 2 students consider the way language is used in the media. Mass media include newspapers, magazines, the Internet (i.e. social networking), mobile telephony, radio and film. This section also addresses the issue of how the production and reception of texts is influenced by the medium through which they are delivered.

	.

Huxely, Aldous

Allison,Rob, Brian Chanen

O”Brien, Susie, Imre Szeman
	Advertising
Newspaper articles

Opinion pieces

TV shows

Mobile media

Brave New World
English A: Language and Literature, Course Companion
Popular Culture: A User’s Guide
	Written Task 2 - middle of April, 2012
Oral Activity 2 - end of May, 2012
Oral Activity: 15%
Written Tasks: 20%



	
	
	
	

	· 
	
	
	


Internal Assessment
Individual Oral Commentary ………………………………………………..15%

Students comment on an extract from a literary text studied in part 4 of the course.

Oral Activities ……………………………………………………………….15%

Two oral activities, one based on part 1 and one based on part 2

External Assessment

Written Tasks ………………………………………………………………...20%

Students produce at least four written tasks based on material studied in the course. Students submit two of these tasks for external assessment.
Final Exam

Paper 1: Comparative textual analysis (2 hours) ……………………………..25%
Students write a comparative analysis of one pair of unseen texts.
Paper 2: Essay (2 hours) ……………………………………………………...25%

In response to one of six questions students write and essay based on at least two of the literary texts studies in part 3. 

Assessment 
IB assessments are comprised of a combination of internal and external assessments (see table above). 

Students in IB English A1 are assessed on the 7-point scale (see “ IBO Diploma Programme Grade Descriptors for Language A1 (HL),” May 2005). The following grade conversions will be used for IB reporting purposes:

7 = 96%

6 = 90%

5 = 86%

4 = 76%

3 = 70%
N.B. Part 3 and 4 of the course will be deliverd in Year 2.
Resources

Texts (to be purchased by school)
	Author(s)
	Title
	Quantity
	ISBN

	C. Achebe


	Things Fall Apart by
	35
	ISBN-10: 0826490840



	I. Allende


	The House of Spirits
	35
	ISBN-10: 0553273914



	J. Austen


	Pride and Prejudice 


	35
	ISBN-10: 0141439513

	J. Buckley

	Checkmate: A Writing Reference for Canadians (2003)


	40
	ISBN: 0176224408



	J. Buckley and T. Mercer


	Workbook to Accompany Checkmate: A Writing Reference for Canadians (2003) (Teacher Reference)


	2
	ISBN: 0176225021



	K. Chopin


	The Awakening
	35
	ISBN-10:0142437328



	E. Druce and H. Tyson


	English A1 Course Companion (2007) (Teacher Reference)


	1
	ISBN: 9780199151479

	G. Garcia Marquez


	Chronicle of a Death Foretold
	35
	ISBN-10: 140003471x



	H. James


	The Portrait of a Lady
	35
	ISBN-10: 0141439637



	F. Kafka


	The Metamorphosis 
	35
	ISBN-10: 0143105248

	A. Miller


	All My Sons
	35
	ISBN-10:0141185465



	R. C. Murfin and S. M. Ray


	The Bedford Glossary of Critical and Literary Terms (2008)


	40
	ISBN-10: 0312259107



	M. Ondaatje


	Running in the Family
	35
	ISBN-10: 0771098952



	W. Shakespeare


	Coles Total Study Edition: Macbeth
	35
	ISBN: 0774032006



	W. Shakespeare


	Coles Total Study Edition: Hamlet
	35
	ISBN: 077403244-8



	A. Solzhenitsyn


	One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich
	35
	ISBN-10:0553247778



	J. Steinbeck


	Of Mice and Men
	35
	ISBN: 0140177396



	V. Woolfe


	Mrs. Dalloway
	35
	ISBN-10: 0156628708




Additional Materials (to be purchased by the school):
1. Annual subscriptions to teacher reference periodicals: The Times Literary Supplement (TLS) and The English Review. 

2. Annual subscription  to www.gale.cengage.com (Gale’s Online Contemporary Literary Criticism Reference Library)

Other Classroom Materials (to be purchased by school):

1. 2 four-drawer locking file cabinets (designated for IB English A1)
2. 1 classroom computer and printer (for student use in the IB English A1 classroom)
3. 1 in-focus machine (for teacher use in the IB English A1 classroom), or

4. 1 SMART Board 600i Interactive Whiteboard System (or the current model, for teacher use in the IB English A1 classroom)

5. cork boards for in-classroom wall displays

6. $300.00 budget for IB-specific English A1 teacher resources (to build resource materials)

At Carson Graham Secondary School we strive for excellence in all endeavours, encourage personal and social responsibility, value diversity, and work to develop a life-long commitment to learning.
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