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Course Description:

English 8 explores a variety of writing styles and places emphasis on the importance of literature. Throughout the school year, students are introduced to paragraph writing and will focus on writing formats and styles. The mechanics of grammar are taught and strengthened through usage in writing. Critical thinking, which includes reflection and asking pertinent questions, is encouraged though examination of specific literary genres and the production of creative writing which expands that knowledge. The importance of structure is stressed in the writing of letters and the usage of proper letter formatting and composition. All genres of literature are studied; short stories, novels, poetry and media. International-mindedness is fostered through the study of literature from many cultures. While development of all the attributes in the MYP Learner Profile will be encouraged, the English 8 units encourage students to be open-minded and caring. 

Course Aims and Objectives:

As an integral part of the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program the aims of the study of English are to enable the student to:

· use the language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection, learning and self-expression

· use language as a tool for personal growth, social interaction and for developing relationships within the international community

· comprehend more clearly aspects of their own culture and those of other cultures by exploring the interdependence of human beings through a variety of works

· explore the many facets of the language through the use of media and information technology

· develop the skills involved in speaking, listening, reading, writing and viewing in a variety of contexts

· respond appropriately to a variety of texts

· read widely to promote a lifelong interest in language and literature

· develop a critical and creative approach to studying and analyzing literature

· develop language skills through interdisciplinary work

· consider the role of literature both culturally and historically

· reflect on the learning process in various ways and at various stages

· empathize with real people and fictional characters as and when appropriate.

The objectives of the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program study of English are

· Understand and comment on the language, content, structure, meaning and significance of both familiar and previously unseen pieces of writing

· Demonstrate a critical awareness of a range of written and visual texts

· Use language to narrate, describe, analyze, explain, argue, persuade, inform, entertain and express feelings

· Compare texts and connect themes to show similarities or differences across genres

· Express an informed personal response to literary and non-literary texts and demonstrate the ability to approach works independently

· Understand connotations within a language in order to interpret the author’s or speaker’s intentions 

· Express ideas with clarity and coherence in both oral and written communication

· Structure ideas and arguments, both orally and in writing, in a sustained and logical way, and support them with relevant examples

· Distinguish the main ideas in a text from the secondary ideas

· Use and understand an appropriate and varied range of vocabulary and idiom

· Use correct grammar with appropriate and varied sentence structure 

· Show awareness of the need for an effective choice

At the end of the course the student should be able to:

Knowledge of Language (Editing Skills)

· The student can differentiate among interrogative, exclamatory, imperative and declarative sentences by selecting the appropriate end punctuation.

· The student can identify and implement correct capitalization.

· The student can identify sentences which correctly use the apostrophe.

· The student can identify homonyms, antonyms, and synonyms.

· The student can identify the proper spelling of words which reflect the five main spelling rules (ie/ei, handling final Y, doubling, pluralizing, handling final e).

· The student can differentiate among sentences, fragments, and run-ons.

· The student can recognize and use a variety of sentence combinations.

· The student can recognize the main parts of a sentence (subject, verb, object)

· The student correctly uses the agreement of the subject/predicate.

· The student can differentiate among simple, compound, and complex sentences.

· The students can identify sentences which correctly use commas to separate items in a series, dates, forms of address, interjections, and introductory words.

· The students can identify sentences which correctly use commas to enclose non-essential phrases and clauses.

· The student can use a dictionary to identify prefixes, suffixes, and roots.

· The student can identify and use the following parts of speech:

· Nouns

· Pronouns

· Verbs

· Adjectives

· Adverbs

· Prepositions

· Conjunctions

· The student can increase vocabulary through the study of words in context.

Writing and Speaking Skills (Communication and Personal Response)

· Students can utilize the writing process. (prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, proof reading.

· Students can write a paragraph using the “10 step method”.

1. Decide on a topic

2. Narrow the topic

3. Formulate a topic sentence to express the main idea.

4. Brainstorm

5. Cross out any ideas nor related to the main idea

6. Organize remaining ideas

7. Formulate a concluding sentence to sum up the main idea.

8. Write a rough copy

9. Edit, revise, rewrite a rough copy.

10. Write a good copy.

· Students can write narrative, descriptive, and expository paragraphs.

· Students will be introduced to formal presentation and public speaking skills. 

Reading (Comprehension)

· The student can define and identify protagonist and antagonist and explore other terms such as hero and villain and their limitations in a short story or novel.

· The student can understand character as revealed through characterization (i.e. dialogue, action, thoughts, other’s thoughts, author’s comments). 

· The students can also differentiate between direct and indirect characterization.

· Explain the motivation of the characters in works of communication, providing evidence from the text of each work.

· The student can identify the setting (time, place and mood) and how it affects a poem, a short story, novel or movie.

· The students will be introduced to plot components (introduction, initial (complication/complicating) incident, rising action, climax, falling action (resolution), denouement) in a short story or novel.

· The student can define and identify the various types of conflict. 

· The student will be introduced to the best statement of theme of a short story or novel.

· The student can identify and interpret the effect of foreshadowing, flashback, and figures of speech such as metaphor, simile, alliteration, and onomatopoeia.

Course Content (Methodology):

MYTHOLOGY:

UNIT QUESTION: How do various cultures interpret creation? 

AREA OF INTERACTION: Environments 

LEARNER PROFILE: Students will become more open-minded

OBJECTIVES: 

Students will gain:

· Knowledge of other cultures

· Skills in responding to discussion of myths

· Concept of sensitivity of cultural creations

CONTENT: students will be studying other the culture and art of the First nations People.  They will demonstrate their learning through the writing of their own creation myth and making connections between their myth and the mask created in Visual Art 8. 

LIBRARY RESEARCH:

UNIT QUESTION: How do systems benefit us?

AREA OF INTERACTION: Approaches to Learning 

LEARNER PROFILE: Students will become more inquiring and knowledgeable 

OBJECTIVES: 

Students will learn:

· To use the library and information technology effectively

· To discern between appropriate research/resource sites and inappropriate research sites

· Express ideas with clarity and coherence in both oral and written communication

· Structure ideas and arguments both orally and in writing in a sustained and logical way, and support them with relevant examples

CONTENT: students will create a print or media product of their choosing that demonstrates that they have used the research system effectively and a summative reflection that discusses their use of the system. 

NOVEL STUDY
UNIT QUESTION: How can situations in the novel mirror parts of our own lives? 

AREA OF INTERACTION: Health and Social Education

LEARNER PROFILE: Open-minded

OBJECTIVES: Students will gain knowledge of the learning process and how to creatively analyze literature. The concept of self-reflection will be explored and reading and writing skills will be developed. 

CONTENT: Students will be reading individually and participate in group work and discussion on various elements of the novel. *see list of novels under classroom resources

SHORT STORIES:

UNIT QUESTION: How is the common human experience reflected in the creativity of other cultures and time periods?

AREA OF INTERACTION: Health and Social Education

LEARNER PROFILE: Students will become more reflective and open-minded

OBJECTIVES: Students will gain knowledge of other cultures and develop skills in reading and responding to literature

CONTENT: Reading and questioning short stories, individually and as a group. Students will demonstrate their knowledge of stories and elements on a final test.  

POETRY

UNIT QUESTION: How do we creatively and effectively express our thoughts and feelings?

AREA OF INTERACTION: Human Ingenuity 

LEARNER PROFILE: Communicators

OBJECTIVES: Students will develop skills in speaking, listening, reading and writing poetry. They will gain knowledge of poetic devices and will work on the concept of expressing feelings through language

CONTENT: Students study poetic devices and vocabulary, analyze various forms of poetry and will write their own poetry as well. 

LETTER-WRITING

UNIT QUESTION: How can our writing influence others to take environmental responsibility?

AREA OF INTERACTION: Environments

LEARNER PROFILE: Caring

OBJECTIVES: Students will develop letter-writing skills such as typing and formatting and gain knowledge of environmental issues. The concept of expressing ideas with clarity and sharing informed personal responses will guide the students through this unit. 

CONTENT: Students will be working on researching an environmental issue and writing in an informed persuasive style. 

MEDIA

UNIT QUESTION: What devices do media use to persuade us? 

AREA OF INTERACTION: Health and Social Education

LEARNER PROFILE: Thinkers

OBJECTIVES: Students will work on the concept of expressing their ideas with clarity and will gain knowledge through the connection of themes

CONTENT: Students will be responding to and reflecting on a variety of media sources. New vocabulary will be introduced and personal reflections on media will be discussed.

Assessment:

1. Most assignments will be assessed according to the following criteria from the IB-MYP rubrics for English:

· Criterion A - Content

· Criterion B – Organization

· Criterion C – Style and language usage

2. Assessment is the systematic gathering of information about what students know, are able to do, and are working toward.  Assessment strategies may include: 

(Examples)

· Agenda book evaluation

· Homework assignments

· Oral and group presentations 

· Tests and quizzes 

· Written assignments and projects

· Other class work and activities

3. Marks distribution and grading

Class work
 80%

Final exam 20%

Classroom resources: 

-In Context, Mythic Voices (short stories texts) 

-The Outsiders, Catherine Called Birdy, There Will be Wolves (novels) 

-Poetry in Focus + a selection of poems to analyze (overheads or handouts)

-Quizzes, tests

-Handouts of lit terms for short stories and novel study

-Children’s books that illuminate the elements of plot and character

-Criteria sheets

-Assessment rubrics

-Exemplars of previous student work -Computers/internet (for research)

-Pre-writing/graphic organizers
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